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Synopsis
Participants of the sessions discussed potential opportunities and threats associated with cloud
computing in today’s world.

The session opened with a short video introducing cloud computing itself. Organisations should invest
in new technologies to keep up-to-date; however, the introduction of cloud could be very slow. Cloud
computing technology in most respects solves the problem of excessive capital expenditures on IT
infrastructure through deploying clouds. Clouds represent a new IT services and IT solutions
paradigm.

This was followed by a discussion during which the main topics raised in the video were dealt with in
detail. There are three major trends in modern computing: cloud, a new way of accessing computing
resources and services; mobile, the use of small smart devices; social, a new way of connecting
people.

The cloud technologies provide access to application services anytime and anywhere there’s access
to the internet. It is possible to use a large volume of external resources and facilities via cloud
computing that give a lot of flexibility. It's possible to transform the business process with clouds. They
make it possible to receive as many resources as needed at any particular time, allowing a business to
do things that were impossible before. At the same time cloud is not about saving money, it's about
being able to do new things much faster and more simply, more flexibly, but it's not necessarily
cheaper.

Another topic discussed was the network resources required for cloud computing. Existing network
capacity might be insufficient to provide adequate speed for cloud services. 3G networks are
expanding to provide speed for cloud service delivery. Furthermore, access to the cloud services may
sometimes be too expensive for users. Participants raised the question of dealing with data traffic that,
in their opinion, would increase dramatically in the next 5 years.

Participants drew particular attention to confidentiality and security issues associated with cloud
computing. It was mentioned that confidentiality is dead in the existing environment. Also, participants
noted that hacking is a problem for the cloud. Many companies are concerned with security problems



and wish to receive guarantees from cloud providers, yet providers are not ready to guarantee the total
confidentiality of information placed on the clouds.

Participants agreed that clouds would transform existing business processes. The question is how
soon the world will transfer to the clouds. Integration of clouds is a matter of time. Today, corporations
are looking at new and more cost effective technologies. Efficient software applications are a real
economic advantage. However, it was noted that there’s no application software in the market that
satisfies all current business needs.
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